(a) Transcription levels of the IL-6 receptor α chain (IL-6Rα) and glycoprotein (gp)130 were evaluated in sorted IgM + B cells from spleen, peripheral blood (PBLs) and kidney of nonstimulated fish. RNA was extracted from sorted IgM + B cells and levels of transcription evaluated by real-time PCR in duplicate. Data from 3 independent fish are shown as mean gene expression level relative to the expression level of the endogenous control (EF-1α) + standard deviations. (b) Spleen leukocytes were incubated with media containing IL-6 (200 ng/ml), LPS (100 µg/ml) or control media alone for 24 h at 20ºC. After that time, IgM + cells were sorted by using an anti-trout IgM mAb and RNA extracted. Relative transcript expression (mean + standard deviation, n=6) of STAT3 and SOCS3 is shown. Asterisks denote significant differences between cells treated with IL-6 or LPS and their corresponding controls. * P < 0.05, ** P < 0.01, ***, P < 0.001. (c) Western blot showing phosphorylation of STAT3 in sorted IgM + cells incubated for 1 h with IL-6, LPS or media alone. 
EF-1α
CAAGGATATCCGTCGTGGCA ACAGCGAAACGACCAAGAGG AF498320 Table S1 . List of primers used in this study to evaluate gene transcription. Fig. S2 . Effect of IL-6 on IgM secretion in splenocytes from vaccinated fish. Rainbow trout were i.p. injected with 100 l of PBS or 100 l of PBS with 2 x 10 10 TCID 50 /ml inactivated IPNV. One week after injection, fish were killed and splenocytes obtained to compare the effect of IL-6 on IgM secretion on vaccinated and mock-vaccinated fish through ELISPOT. For this, splenocytes from vaccinated and mock-vaccinated fish were cultured for 3 days in ELISPOT plates previously coated with anti-trout IgM mAb (2 µg/ml) in the presence or absence of IL-6 (200 ng/ml). After incubation, cells were washed away and a biotinylated anti-trout IgM mAb (1 µg/ml) was used to detect numbers of spot forming cells. Quantification of spot forming cells are shown (mean + standard deviation; n= 7). Asterisks indicate significant differences between groups as indicated. * P < 0.05; ** P < 0.01; *** P < 0.001. 
